
Easy Running Board Removal 
GX470 

I have seen a lot of these that involve removing the trim completely, however that is a pain and the little 
clips suck to replace. 

This method allows you to do it right on the vehicle and takes less time and effort, I think. I was able to 
do the second one in under 30 min. 

These are all the tools you will need: 

Rachet w/ extension 
12mm Socket 
10mm Socket 
Needle Nose Pliers 
Phillips Head ScrewDriver 
Cutting Tool (I used an oscillating multi-tool with cutting blade) 
Straight Edge 
Optional (electrical tape If you are a moron and forgot to order your replacement lights before doing 
this) 

 



Start by laying down in the sidewalk chalk your child drew all over your driveway with under the vehicle. 
Remove the three supports with the 12mm and 10mm rachet. Two on the vehicle and two on the 
running board for each one. After removing each support put the 12mm bolts back into the holes on the 
vehicle to plug the hole. 

 

 

 



After removing the supports look under the step for these little white clips. Pinch each one with the 
needle nose pliers and push them up past the slot.  

 

Once all those compressed and pushed up a bit go to the top side and remove the black plastic trim on 
the middle of the step. 

 

 



This will expose the three 10mm bolts that hold the metal structure underneath to all the plastic. 

 

Remove those three bolts: 

 



Once removed the metal structure can be removed from the plastic assembly. 

 

Now go back underneath and look for the white clips holding the light wiring in place pinch all those 
with the needle nose and push them out. 

 

 



Go to the end and unscrew the bolts holding the lights in place. Realize the rear one is too corroded and 
cut it off with the cutting tool. 

 

After the lights are disconnected pull the light wiring our the trim channel and push out of the way. 

Now look for the tabs holding the trim to the lower part of the step. 

  



You could try to undo all these tabs, but I just cut them through as they are of no use. 

 

Once those are undone or cut we need to look at the rear of the board for this little bracket that is 
holding the black step peace to the trim. I just pulled and cut through the strap. 

 

Now for the fun part. Cutting the step off.  

At this point the only thing holding the step on is the trim on each end. 
I decided to do this cut in two phases the first one removes the main part of the board and the second 
cleans it up. 



This is the first cut in the back: 

 

  



This is the first cut in the front: 

 

The main part of the step will fall off. 

The second set of cuts will clean up the trim. 

  



I measured two and a half inches down from the trim line and marked a line with a sharpie and straight 
edge. 

’ 

Cut that Bitch 

 

 



In the rear I just eyeballed the curve on the inside of the trim and drew it from there. Its almost a 
straight line. 

 

Cut it. 

 

Open the doors and look at that still intact trim. 

 



Remember you haven’t gotten the rock lights in yet so disconnect the factory light harness and tape it 
up. Then tuck in the frame for use later. 

 

 

Fill your trash can with all the crap. This will of course piss off the wife as it is the day after trash pickup 
and it will look like this for a week. 

 



Congrats your GX470 looks a little less grandma. 

 

Brush off all the sidewalk chalk on your back, drive it to Starbucks and pick up a well-deserved Latte. 

 


